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We daily forget how soon and how much the boys and girls, now at school, will become
the bad or good men and women of the next generation.—Adapted from Dr. Watts.
The true perfection of discipline in a school is the maximum of watchfulness with the

minimum of punishment.—Coleridge.
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FACULTY OF INSTRUCTION.

REV. T. CURTIS, D. D.

—

Principal, and Instructor in Mental

and Moral Science, History and English Literature.

REV. W. CURTIS

—

Principal and Instructor in Natural Sci-

ence and Classics.

MRS. E. A. CURTIS

—

Superintendent of Domestic and Social

Duties.

PROFESSOR L. G. BLAISDELL—Instructor in Music, Vocal

and Instrumental.

MRS. A. BLAISDELL

—

Instructress in French, Italian and

History.

MISS M. BUSH

—

Instructress in Mathematics.

MISS L. C. TENET

—

Instructress in English Brandies.

MISS CATHERINE CRITTENDEN and MISS A. BLATCH-
LEY

—

Instructresses in Geography and History.

MISS E. M. GOVE

—

Instructress in Drawing and Painting.

MISS C BURKE

—

Instructress in Vocal and Instrumental

Music and, German.

MISS F. DOUGLASS and the MISSES BULL—Instructresses

in Vocal and Instrumental 3hisic.

MISS MARY BATES—Instructress in Writing.
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GRADUATING CLASS.
Names.

Elizabeth Banks, .

Sallie V. Cleveland,

Julia D. Davis,

Anne E, Hennegan,

Eninia S. Heriot, .

Sarah D. Miller,

Susan J. Quinn,

Margaret A. Twitty,

Mary A. Coleman,

Ann E. Dudley,

Antho T. Gary,

Harriet 11. Nettles,

Helen M. Pope,

Nannie W. Byers,

Lizzie M. Cleveland,

Louisa C. C. Daniel,

Sarah L. Darlington,

Sallie S. Dudley,

Augusta V. Gaffney,

Mary C. Gary, .

Maria A. Goudelock,

Sarah H. Holloway,

Arsinoe M. E. Jeter,

Mary J. King, .

Dorcas E. Johnson,

Eugenia M. McCall,

CLASS I

CLASS II.

Residences,

Fairfield.

Greenville.

Union.

Marlborough.

Charleston.

Rutherford, N. C.

Spartanburg.

Rutherford, N. C.

Chester.

Marlborough.

Laurens.

Sumter.

Newberry.

Union.

Greenville.

Spartanburg.

Barnwell.

Marlborough.

Spartanburg.

Laurens.

Union.

Edgefield.

Union.

Colleton.

Laurens.

Darlington.
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S. Jeannette McCall, Darlington.

Louisa V. Montgomery, Union.

Bettie B. Nettles, . Sumter.

Eliza J. Smith, .... York.

E. Julia Smith, . Charleston.

Sophie Smith, .... Charleston.

CLASS in.

Amanda J. Boyce, Laurens.

Eugenia A. Bymun, . Richland.

M. Annie DeVeax, Charleston.

J. A. Amanda Ferguson, Laurens.

Mary W. Griffith, ....'. Laurens.

Mary E. Grissette, Horry.

Sarah A. Jefferies, Union.

Aurelia R. P. Jeter, . Union.

Eliza S. Jones, . . . .. Jacksonville, Fla.

Harriet F. Joyce, Greenville.

Ellen E. King, . Colleton.

Harriet F. Leak, Greenville.

Sarah A. Lipscomb, Spartanburg.

Annie M. Maxwell, Anderson. .

U. Jane Scott, • Richland.

Pridie Shepherd, Chattanooga, Tenn

Margaret M. F. Sims, . Laurens.

Laura A. Snoddy, Spartanburg.

Theodora Young, . . •

.

Union.

CLASS IV.

Louisa C. Anderson, Newberry.

Sallie E. Black, . Laurens.

Julia F. Beckham, Chester.

Emma M. Bynum, Richland.

Fannie J. Cansler, Lincolnton, N. C.

Sarah R. Crosby, . York.

Marie C. Farley, Laurens.

C. Ann Grissette, Horry.

Adalena B. Hunter, . Natchitoches, La.

Martha A. Love, . . York.



Clara C .Maddux,

Ruth A. Petty,

Melinda R. Ramsey,

Martha L. Reese, .

Julia L. Roberts,

Sarah 13. Waldo, .

Nancy M. Yarbrough,

Eleuita N. Booth,

Eugenia M. Coleniau,

Mary S. Curtis,

Elizabeth ])avis,

Caroline C. Gist, .

Mary A. Goforth,

Amelia L. James, .

A. Sallie Jones,

Rebecca A. Kee,

Christina Leckhart,

Mary W. Mobley,

Anna M. Moody,

Martha J. Murphy,

Jane E. R. Perry,

Sicily P. Smith, .

Adeline A, Snoddy,

Ann J. Alexander,

N. Elliot Anderson,

C. Adelaide Bobo,

Mary U. Bynum,

Martha A. Culp, .

Alice R. Dalrymple,

Mary E. Dent,

Nancy C. Goudelock,

S. Sarah J. Jeter,

M. Elizabeth Jones,

Mary E. Kee,

Tryphosa E. Kee,

Catherine Lipford,

CLASS V.

Laurens.

Spartanburg,

auburg.

Richland.

Newberry.

Edgefield.

Lancaster.

Matanzas, Cuba.

Chester.

Limestone Spring?.

Union.

Union.

Spartanburg.

Darlington.

Barnwell.

Chester.

Spartanburg.

Chester.

Marion,

Union.

Limestone Springs.

Laurens.

Spartanburg.

Union.

Newberry.

Union.

Richland.

Chester.

Chester.

Richland.

Union.

Union.

Barnwell.

Chester.

Chester.

Chester.
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Susan 11. McCalla, Newberry.

Nannie T. Mobley, . Chester.

Aurelia Petty, . Spartanburg,

Mary Gr. Ramsay, . , Sumter.

Elizabeth H. Reese, . Richland.

Anna M. Reese, Richland.

Cynthia E. Smith, York.

Dorothy J. Watson, . . Newberry.

Cecilia E. Westmore, . New Orleans, La.

Mary E. Wilkins, / Spartanburg.

Mary L. Robu, . Union.

Charlotte A. Cureton, . Lancaster.

Mary J. Gaffney, Spartanburg.

Alice S. Grier, . Mecklenberg, N. C.

Sarah C Griffin, Laurens.

Temperance M Joyce, . . Greenville.

Carrie E. Leak, Greenville.

Mary C. Maddox, Larsrens.

'Anna Sanders, . Chester.

Alice G. Walthour, . Walthourville, Ga.

PRIMARY CLASS.

L. Adeline Anderson, Newberry.

Julia A. Camp, Spartanburg.

Mary J. Cureton, Lancaster.
(

Annie H. Curtis, . Limestone Springs.

Catherine Kennedy, .
Chester.

Sallie A. W. Lyles, . Newberry.

Medora M. McArthur, Limestone Springs.

Eliza Pearson, . Union.

PARTIAL STUDENTS.

Catherine M. L. Mobley, . . Chester.

Mary E. Bull, .... Canandaigua, N, Y,



Graduates,

Class I,

Class II,

Class III,

Class IV,

Class V,

Primary Class,

Partial Students,

Total,

RECAPITULATION.

5

19

19

33

33

127

Awarded, 'Commencement, July 15th, 1856,

THE GOLD MEDAL,
As the First Honor of the Graduating Class, Miss Margaret A.

Twitty, Rutherford, N. C.

Composition.—The Distinction between Natural, Intellectual and

Moral Philosophy, and their proper relative positions in Female

Education.

THE SILVER MEDAL,
As the First Honor of the Second Class, Miss Harriet R. Nettles,

of Sumter.

Composition.—Life and Character of Hannah More.
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PRINCIPALS:
REV. T. CURTIS, D. D., late of Charleston.

REV. W. CURTIS, late of Columbia.

The Principals of this School review with gratitude the complete

decade of years during which it has been before the public. A
singular variety and liberality of patronage has been afforded them

;

the last two years have been the most successful of their course

;

the School and its progress have become facts in the history of

Southern female education, and in that of hundreds of families in

South Carolina and the neighboring States.

Its own history has been that of the enterprise of individuals.

Not a dollar of public money has been sought for it from Church or

State. While this has imposed the greater responsibility, and called

for greater personal efforts, it has afforded the compensatory advan-

tages of unity and decision in management; impartiality and per-

fect freedom in the choice of teachers, and independence of all

crude control. No body of trustees can be judges of half the affairs

and occurrences of a popular school. It is a daily economy of time

and talent, which only admit of a just and intelligent daily super-

vision.

It is the history of a successful physical as well as mental educa-

tion of between five and six hundred young ladies. Pallid cheeks

and feeble frames have been exchanged for the bloom of youth and

robust health ; the sickly springs, summers and autumns of ten

years have brought no sickly season to Limestone; the business of

the School has never been suspended by general or serious sickness,

among the pupils, for a single day. To this, without doubt, the

happy climate and locality of the Institution have, under the bles-

sing of Providence, chiefly contributed; but its uninterrupted

regularity of exercise, occupation and food—for mind and bod)-—
is not to be overlooked; nor an union of commodiousness and retire-



ment in the School Mansion, and lands attached. The Principals

know of no premises in the United States, of equal extent and

eligibility, devoted to female education.

It is the history of a Non-sectarian Institution. The young ladies

are carefully taught the History, Geography, Statistics and entire

Literature of the Bible—everything that is common to the principal

sects of the country; the strictest morality, founded on Christian

principles and a spirit of earnest, personal devotion and gratitude to

God. From the School have gone forth annually decided young

Christians, who have joined the churches of their friends' approval

and their own choice; but the School is considered the representa-

tive of the Parent in education, and not that of any particular

church; an exercise of the parent's right over, and in relation to

the child, not those of any class of clergy. Any claim on the part

of the church to direct control over the general interest of secular

learning, the Principals regard as unwarranted; and that the attempt

to denominationalize, which must be to sectarianize, all education,

has elements in it of danger both to civil and religious liberty. It

is to follow, as they think, the bad first precedent of Catholic and

Jesuit zeal in education, which has produced alike some of the first

scholars and most efficient persecutors the world has known. With-

out pursuing this argument, they claim to stand fast in Christian

and American liberty here, with regard to female education; and

would appeal to what they have accomplished in proof of the prac-

ticability of finding a happy medium line between indifference to re-

ligion and sectarian propagandism.

An incidental advantage of their retirement they have found in

the absence of all temptations to pecuniary extravagance. What
is "the gain" of the surrounding stores and neighborhood of a

school, must be the produce (how often " the loss?") of the pocket

of the parent. Messrs. Curtis have not been afraid of teaching

young ladies economy, and forbid any account to be opened at neigh-

boring stores in the name of a pupil.

It is called a Female High School, from the effort on the part of

the Principals to offer every branch of a superior American education

to their pupils. To this object they have devoted a liberal expendi-

ture, having purchased the entire buildings and property originally

connected with these Springs (to which they have added a large

tract of adjacent land), and taken every opportunity to secure com-
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petetit teachers, as well as superior apparatus. They will, of course,

. much prefer to have the opportunity of inculcating their entire sys-

tem, or to be entrusted from early years with a full development of

the young mind ; but the following Outline of their Plan will show,

that a partial course may be adopted with its proportionate advan-

tages.

The project of attaching a Normal School to the Institution has

been before them. At present they can only say that several of

their graduates have been honorably employed as teachers in various

parts of the States, and teachers "from Limestone" have been very

acceptable in other Institutions.



OUTLINE

Primary Department.—In this the Elements of Education are

attended to, and inculcated, as far as possible, by appropriate books,

lessons and illustrations. Spelling, Reading, the first principles of

.English Grammar, Writing, simple lessons in Geography and His-

tory, and the first rules of Arithmetic.

Class VIII.—Reading, Spelling, Writing, English Grammar

through Syntax, with Parsing Lessons, American Geography, North

American History to A. D., 1643, Arithmetic to Fractions.

Class VII.—Studies of Eighth Class reviewed and carried for-

ward, with additional studies of English Grammar entire, and

Exercises ; European Geography, United States' History completed,

Arithmetic through Rules of Proportion, Natural Philosophy

begun.

Class VI.—English Grammar in its higher branches, English

Composition, Mitchell's Geography and Maps completed, Robbins'

Outlines of History, Vol. I, United States Arithmetic completed,

Elements of Natural Philosophy completed.

Class V.—English Analysis and Composition, Woodbridge's

Geography, 250 pp. ; Robbins' Outlines of History, Vol. II.

;

Davies' University Arithmetic, Burritt's Astronomy.

Class IV.—Rhetoric, English Analysis and Composition, Wood-

bridge's Geography completed, History of England, Mythology,

Use of the Globes, and construction of Maps; Algebra, through

Equations of the First Degree.

Class III.—Rhetoric concluded, Logic, Intellectual Philosophy

commenced, English Composition and Synonymes, Ancient Geo-

graphy, History of Greece, Botany, with Analysis of Plants and

collection of Herbariums, Algebra completed.

Class II.—Intellectual Philosophy completed, Moral Philosophy,

History of Rome, Ancient Geography concluded, Physiology,

Chemistry commenced, Geometry, English Poetry and Epistolary

Composition.

Class I.—Elements of Criticism, Butler's Analogy of Natural



and Revealed Religion, History of France, Chemistry and Mineralogy

or Geology, Geometry and Higher Mathematics.

On the completion of the above course, the Graduating Class is

examined, and receives Diplomas, at the close of either the Spring

or Fall Term.

Particular attention is paid to Orthography, Reading and Writing,

through the entire course.

Wednesday afternoon is devoted to needle work in its useful and

ornamental branches. An exercise, with instruction in Vocal

Music, is given to the whole school every day as a regular part of

the course, for which no extra charge is made.

Exercises in English Composition are required from all the Pupils

in the first six classes.

The Music, theoretical and practical, includes lessons on the

Piano-Forte, Harp or Guitar, Solo and Choral Singing ; also, Lectures

on the Theory of Music. It is an important feature in the musical

instruction in this Institution, that theory and practice are con-

stantly united, thus enabling pupils, with moderate application, to

read well at sight.

The Classics are not made a necessary part of the Course ; but

where there is a good proficiency in the regular studies above the

Sixth Class, they can be studied, and are taught to any extent re-

quired, without extra charge.

The French Language, Drawing and Painting, by competent and

experienced instructors.

Lectures and Experiments.—Courses of Lectures on the Ex-

perimental and Natural Sciences, History and the Belles-Lettres,

are delivered throughout the year.

The Bible.—The pupils of the establishment are formed into

Bible Classes, under the superintendence of the Principals.

There is Divine Service at the Chapel of the Institution (which

is under its own roof) twice every Sabbath.

Commencement.—The Collegiate Commencement takes place

annually in July, dividing the Scholastic Year into two terms of

equal length. In connection With this Commencement, there is an

Examination and Report of the School open to the parents and

friends of the pupils.

A Gold and Silver Medal is given annually, on this occasion, to

the First and Second Classes respectively, for superior Essays in

USi



English Composition, and general diligence and success in the

Studies of the Course, as determined by the daily reports.

Reports.—Daily reports are made of every recitation, and of the

behavior of the pupils. These are copied into a permanent Record,

and sent home monthly.

Exercise.—The young ladies are required to take daily exercise

in the open air, at fixed hours.

Society.—There is a Literary Society sustained by the young

ladies. It has a library, mineralogical cabinet, and a eonstant sup-

ply of newspapers and periodicals.

Admission into the Classes.—A young lady can enter into

any class whose studies, upon a strict examination according to the

above programme, she is prepared to continue. "With diligence and

attention, the studies of a class can be completed in a term.

Partial students can be admitted to studies selected with the

approbation of the Principals.

It is rarely advisable for any young lady to contemplate graduat-

ing under seventeen years of age.

Vacation.—There is no vacation in this school during the sum-

mer months; the only one given commences in the middle of

December, and terminates in ths middle of February.
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Instruction—English Departments, . •. . 825 00

Board, including washing, fuel and lights, . . . 50 00

The above includes a complete course of English education

(for $75 the Term), which all the pupils are expected to take. The

following are optional and may be taken or not (in whole or in part,

as may seem desirable.)

Music—Piano or Harp, including Vocal Music, . . 825 00

Guitar, 20 00

Use of Piano, ........ 2 50

" Harp, 5 00

French, 20 00

Drawing and Painting, 20 00

Primary Department, 15 00

No charges beside the above will be made in connection with the

School except for the Books and Stationery actually used.

The regular Terms begin the middle of February and July ; but

any young lady a fortnight after the Term has begun, is charged

from the fortnight of her arrival.

As no vacation is given after Commencement, and as it is espe-

cially desirable that each Pupil be present at every recitation of her

Class, to enable her to sustain her standing in it, no deduction will

be made for any absence at that time, or at any other, except on ac-

count of sickness; and no young lady absent from her Class at any

time for a fortnight can re-enter it without a re-examination.

It will be seen from the above, that in this establishment are com-

bined the advantages of a Northern and Southern Education. It is

in all respects a Southern School. On the part of the pupils, es-

trangement from home, its duties and associations, is thus guarded

against; parents may consult climate, health, and a wise economy,

without the sacrifice of any advantages for their children ; while the

Principals—themselves students and parents—can honestly engage

for a family guidance and comfort to pervade the whole. Nor can
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they omit to add, that the opportunity of obtaining this pieturescpie

retirement, so well adapted to the full development of the physical

and mental health of their pupils (especially in the opportunity it

affords for the neglected exercise of instructive and refreshing walks,)

was the circumstance which finally decided them to appear in this

character before the public.



APPENDIX.

The Limestone Springs were, a few years since, the centre of a

celebrated watering place, and were thus described, before the Prin-

cipals of the present establishment had any connection with them, by

the late lamented Col. Elmore :

"The tract of land on which the improvements and springs are

situated, contains near three hundred acres (now 900,) the largest

portion of which is woodland. On it are inexhaustible beds of marble,

and the purest blue limestone.

"On the premises are a four-story brick building, 274 feet long,

and 40 feet wide, having a large dining-hall, and corresponding

drawing-rooms in the opposite wing of the house, with small parlors

for families ; upwards of 100 Chambers, and every office necessary to

a large Establishment. Besides the principal building, there are

two corresponding frame houses, a stoiy and a half high, each con-

taining a parlor and drawing-room, and six chambers ; and also nine

double cabins, two stories high containing eighteen Chambers. All

the buildings are nearly new, and well finished, painted, glazed and

plastered.

" Attached to the establishment are an ice-house, store rooms, barn,

corn oribs, and stabling, fully sufficient for the place.

" This valuable establishment was finished in 1840, and is highly

improved. The waters are medicinal and excellent, and have been

found of advantage in many complaints. The grounds are hand-

somely laid out, planted with trees, and sown down with blue grass.

It is one of the healthiest spots on the globe ; a country abounding

in beautiful scenery surrounds it on every side, while near it are ob-

jects well worthy the attention of the traveler. The justly celebra-

ted Glenn Springs, the Kirby Springs, the beautiful White Sulphur

Springs of Wilson, said to be equal in all respects to the White Sul-

phur of Virginia j the Revolutionary battle-grounds of Blackstocks,

Cowpens and King's Mountain ; the fine valleys of Spartanburg,

Union and York, embedding rich mines of gold and iron; various
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large manufactories of iron and cotton, and the villages of Union,

York and Spartanburg, are within a circle, of which it is the centre

;

the farthest being 25 miles distant. Several stage-rnail routes con-

centrate here, and every facility exists for communication with

friends.

" Induced by the salubrity of the climate, its fine waters, and the

purposes of education, several families have built and reside perma-

nently at the Springs, constituting a neat village, and affording an

intelligent and agreeable society. For a Seminary of Education,

male or female, no place can be better adapted. From one hundred

and fifty to two hundred pupils, and all necessary instructors, can be

easily and comfortably provided for, while ample accommodations

may be reserved for visitors. The advantage this would afford to the

parents or friends of pupils to be with them and judge of their pro-

gress, would not in the summer season of travel, be without value.

' The perfect healthfulness of the site, its fine waters, the abundance

of provisions and cheapness of living, with these extensive and solid

improvements (which have cost more than $60,000 for their erec-

tion,) point it out as peculiarly fitted for an Institution of Educa-

tion/ "
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The Tenth Anniversary Exercises and Commencement of this

School took place on Tuesday and Wednesday the 15th and 16th

inst. The attendance of the parents, guardians and friends of the

School was very large and gratifying. On Tuesday morning a Board

of Visitors was organized, as usual, for the Examination of the dif-

ferent classes, whose report is as follows :

Limestone Springs, July 16, 1856.

The Committee appointed by the Principals of the Limestone

Springs Female High School, to attend the Examination of the pu-

pils, and note the result of their observation, report : that having

divided the Committee into sub-Committees, that some members

might be present at all times in each examination room, they wit-

nessed as much of the examination as was practicable, and upon

meeting and comparing notes, they have unanimously arrived at the

conclusion, that the highest expectations and most Sanguine hopes of

the parents and guardians of the young ladies must have been more

than realized. And they congratulate the distinguished gentlemen

at the head of the institution on its continued prosperity and in-

creased usefulness, notwithstanding the increased competition they

have had to centend with, in the multiplication of female seminaries

of learning throughout the State. The short time allotted to the

Committee to make their report precludes them from entering into a

detailed account of the proficiency of each class, and the particular

qualification of each teacher, but speaking in general terms, they

have no hesitation in saying that all the teachers seemed able and

willing to discharge their duty, and that they have done so, is abun-

dantly evidenced by the high stand of the^oung ladies examined on

this occasion. One thing is worthy of particular observation, as it

clearly evinces that the government of the institution is parental.

No one could fail to observe the pleasant and agreeable manner of

putting the questions to the young ladies ; thus relieving them from



embarrassment, and enabling them to answer with a smile, and this

we believe to be one of the secrets of the success which has attended

the Limestone Springs High School, and given it such an exalted

reputation. How agreeable to every parent to feel satisfied that the

daughter of his or her affections is not treated harshly and ruled

with a rod of iron ; but on the contrary forming part of a contented

and happy household; the elder imparting information to the

younger, and teaching them by example as well as precept to love

one another. In conclusion we can cheerfully and truthfully say

that we are entirely satisfied with the examination in all its details,

and that the school must go on prospering and to prosper, contribu-

ting annually to society its quota of elegantly educated and accom-

plished ladies.

William H. Gist, Chairman ; Hon. C. W. Dudley, Marlboro'

;

James Byers, Union; Dr. Mobley, Chester; H. G-. Gaffney,

Spartanburg; John Gadsden, Charleston; Reese, Esq.,

Richland; W. T. Wilkins, Spartanburg; S.Banks, Fairfield;

G. W. Holloway, Edgefield; Dr. Ramsey, Sumter; J. H.

Cleveland, Greenville; T. B. Jeter, Union; J. S. Darlington,

Barnwell; J. C. Lipford, Chester; D. Goudelock, Union.

On Tuesday evening the honors of the institution were awarded,

i. e., a gold medal as the first honor of the graduating class to Miss

Margaret A. Twitty, of Rutherford, and a silver medal as the first

honor of the second class to Miss Harriet R. Nettles, of Sumter.

On Wednesday the examination of the classes was concluded and

a most able and interesting address was delivered by Rev. B. M.

Palmer, D. D., in the absence of Dr. Reynolds. In the afternoon

the graduating class received their diplomas. It consisted of the

following young ladies

:

Miss Elizabeth Banks, Fairfield; Sallie V. Cleveland, Greenville;

Julia D. Davis, Union; Annie E. Hennegan, Marlboro'; Emma S.

Heriot, Charleston; Sarah D. Miller, Rutherford, N. C; Susan J.

Quinn, Spartanburg; Margaret A. Twitty, Rutherford, N. C.

The evening was closed with a concert by the young ladies and

teachers in the music department, of unsurpassed merit and attrac-

tions—some of the excellence displayed in this branch of female

accomplishments has hitherto been unattempted at the South.






